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Why do we read Yizkor on Yom Kippur? After all, the dead have no need of
repentance. They are in a different world. Only in this world are we partners
with G-d in creation. Yet this is known as Yom HaKipporim which in Hebrew is
plural which the Rabbis explain that it is both for the living and for the dead.
Also, Yizkor means he “ill remember. It is not in past tense or present
tense. It is future tense. What do we mean he will remember, he will be
remembered? Also, on this day we read about the death of Nodov and Avihu,
Abraham's two older sons. It says in the Torah after the death of Nodov and
Avihu G-d commanded Aaron about all the rules and regulations of Yom Kippur.
And what is all this story about the two identical goats, one that is brought
up on the altar and the other that is set out in the wilderness laden with
the peoples' sins? This is where the expression scapegoat came from. The
goat is perhaps of all animals the most beneficial to man except that it has
two characters. It has an uncertain temperament and it smells. We did not
have to read about the death of Nodov and Avihu. After all, they died earlier.
The Rabbis say that they died because (1) they were drunk when they entered
the Tabernacle (2) they never married (3) they brought strange fire and (4)
they said among themselves when will Moshe and Aaron die so we can take over.
They were people who did not want to make commitments. They thought they
could do anything they wanted. They did not know how to be tied. They would
use strange fire,:get drunk, they did not have to get married, and they said
when will these people die. They wanted them dead. Unfortunately, this has
been the lot of the Jews throughout the generations. They wanted us dead.
The Jews stand for moral values in the world. Hitler said this openly. He
wanted to create a new man and the Jewish ideas got in the way. Jews brought
guilt to the world. There is a story about the Chief Rabbi Natanya when he
was five years old in 1942 and was taken with his mother and another brother
to the Synagogue where all the Jews of the town were huddled. His mother's
name was called out but not his or that of his brother. His mother hid him

and his brother under her skirts and began to walk out. One soldier saw his
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brother pulled him out and he went to Treblinka. He managed to stay hidden

and walked home and as he was walking home he heard terrible screams. He
looked up and saw a German officer hitting a little baby repeatedly. The
mother screamed, "Stop!". He took out a gun and shot her. That officer was

a college graduate. The goats symbolize Jewish fate in the world. The world
tells us we are all going to hell or that Zionism is racism. Many Jews are

not interested in this fate. Many of them try to escape. We do not know

why some of us are born here and some born in other places. We have to play
life with the cards that are dealt out to us. Many Jews may not be remembered.
The story is told of a famous Jewish scholar who wanted to be a professor at

a university in Russia. He had to be a Christian in order to do that so he
changed his religion, hid his identity and became a professor. One day when

he came home he found his ten-year old son covered with dust and blood. He
asked him what happened. He told him that he had participated in a pogrom and
three Jews were killed. This professor then went to the Jewish cemetery and shot
himself. I do not know if we will be remembered, if your parents and grand-
parents will be remembered in the future. It takes commitment, it takes effort.
The world tells us that we are foul. When the Nazis entered a Polish town

they came on a Friday night to a family. The woman and her son were there.

The German officer ordered them to leave. The woman said, "It is the Sabbath
and I am not going anywhere". The officer shot her. She fell dead over the
Shabbos candles and extinguished them. The German officer looked at the son
and said, "Your mother will stink"”. The son was able to escape from the train
jumping off and breaking a bone but he was determined that his mother would not
stink. He came back to that town even though the Germans were there and he
found his mother. She had been dead for three days and she did stink. He

dug a hole and buried her and said, "My mother will not stink". We must be
proud of who we are. We are not going to influence the world by running away

or aping other people but we will not be remembered unless we commit ourselves
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fully to our ideals. No one is going to make us stink. If we know not to
wander in the wilderness but to hand in hand work with other people to bring

the Lord's sacrifice in the Temple.




